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Eis bus:!.nesa in rests require periodic trips to Central America. and extensive
dealings with govez:nment ‘officials,  During.August 1953 he visited San Balvador,
_ Guatemals C‘S.ty, 8an Jose. and Manégua for conferences with minor officials of
‘his corporatioﬁ ‘and with representatives of the respective governments. EHe

24

¢

spea.ks Bpan:la 'ha.ltingly but understa.nds spoken Spanish guite well.

Gt f Nicaragna plans to acccmplish the overthrow of the Arbenz
government"in Guatema.la. ‘durcing October '1953. The leader of the revolutionary
forces will b arcd.!. Pradd (fnu) who was formerly an officer in the Guatemalan
‘pqlit’ical exile in X1 Salvador. ' Munitions and aircraft
orces were acquired in the U3 during the late spring and
‘of Bamnza."s aides, Somoza expects encouragement and
ung, of actua.l support from the governments of El Salvador and
es that Mexico will remain strictly neutral. He thinks that
ere Iv:l.ll be with Gua.temala bnt that he will probably do

2. '.['he foregoing i.nf.orma.tion was given to me, during the course of several conversa-
-‘tions in Managus,[ Jthe Niceraguan army. C

travel to.th Burr”un

n0za

relationshi _vii h Son

],’ a post which provides an excuse for frequent
countries. Moreover, 3 enjoys & close personal

TJte ie u graduste of the milit

4L

3. To exMiate on the :Lnformation in the first pa.ragraph above-[:

He

the most popular officers in the Nicareguan army. I have
r about four years and I have always found him reliable.
ats to me . concezm.ng Bomozals intentions toward Guatemala

aid that

Somoza had ‘been. Mcrgasingly worried for the past several years uves toe trend of
events 1n the ' ther'emtral American countries. He saw the situation. going from.
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Figueres a.nd‘he feared tha.t the laissez-fa.ire policies of Galvez would ultimately

"ehcoursage comunis infiltration into Honduras. Somoza envisaged himself being

caught in-the middle 'with 1eftist 'govcrmnents on all sides of him. He hoped for

a long time ha‘c the " “vould do: something to turn. the tide, particularly in Guate-
4 have ‘been 80_easily exerted, but he has now decided that
n he will _ve to . do 11;, and he has laid his plans accord-

Bpent bout, 60 days duri_ng the late apring ‘and ‘early summe" of 1953 in the

. U8, ne told me- th.at on that trip he had purchaaed machine guns, rifles, ammuni-

tion, some 1P-385 andsome P-515 , ostensibly for the Nicaraguan government but
nse’oi' the revolutionists., He did not mention any quantities
a.nd I did, ot hink 1% politic to: press him, He said that lMe was sure that what
he had 'bought would 'be sufficient for- “the revolutionaries' needs. He also ex-

: pressed confidence in- the ‘ability of COI‘Prado to lead the revolution to & success-

o ful. conclusion. I asked whether he: thought the Guatemalan-ermy would remein.loyal

to. Arbenz, He replied. that Bomoze. ‘thought the Guatemalan ermy wes reasonably loyal

'-a.nd that 1t would remain so ‘a8 long as8-Arbenz was alive. He intimated that the

revolution: would be inavgnrated by the "removal® of Arbenz end some of his chief
supporters. After that had been accomplished Bomoza believed that the prestige
of Col ‘Prado would be sufficient to assure the defection of all, or at least the
major part ’ of the Guatemala.n armed forces.

Nicara.guaxx troops 1) actively support the revolutionaries , but in an unofficial
way only. That-is, they vill not wear Hicaraguan uniforms or insignia and will
not be’ orﬁcia]ly identified as members ef" the Nicaraguan armed forces. Somoza
expects the. revi ution to become & rait accompli before any of the Central American

" counfries have. time to intervene. T asked Rghat Somoza would do if Figueres,

for example, went to Arbenz‘ assist&nce. 1d he wasn®t sure but he guessed
that in- such case Somoza would proba'bly taac an active and official part.

- end -
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